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Circular 11: Compliance with Applicable Laws and Regulations

Exhibitors are strongly advised to consult their own legal advisors, relevant
government authorities and relevant professional bodies before applying for
participation in the Exhibition to ensure that they are able to comply with all
applicable laws, regulations, codes of practice and guidelines governing the
exhibition, promotion and supply of their products and/or services in Hong Kong,
including without limitation, the following legislations:

e Trade Descriptions Ordinance (Cap. 362) and its subsidiary legislations — which
imposes, amongst others, prohibitions against application of false trade
description to goods or services; possession for sale or for any purpose of trade
or manufacture goods with false trade description; prohibitions against supply of
goods or services with false trade description; prohibitions against forging trade
mark or application of false trade mark to goods; prohibitions against import and
export of goods with false trade description or forged trade mark; and
prohibitions against unfair trade practices including without limitation misleading
omissions, aggressive commercial practices, bait advertising, bait and switch
and wrongly accepting payment. Specific requirements relating to trade
descriptions for jewelry, precious stones, watches, garments and electronic
goods may apply.

e Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Cap. 134), which regulates, amongst
others, import, export and supply of dangerous drugs; and the prescription and
administration of dangerous drugs. The Ordinance also criminalises the
possession and trafficking of dangerous drugs. Exhibitors should note that from
1 February 2023 onwards, cannabidiol (commonly known as “CBD”) is included
within the definition of dangerous drugs under the Ordinance. Exhibitors should
not supply, possess or in any way deal in or with any items containing
cannabidiol.

e Consumer Goods Safety Ordinance (Cap. 456) — which imposes a duty on
manufacturers, importers and suppliers of consumer goods to ensure that the
consumer goods supplied are safe. Consumer goods refers to any goods which
are ordinarily supplied for private use or consumption (except those specified in
the Ordinance) and includes the packaging of the consumer goods.

e Sales of Goods Ordinance (Cap. 26) — which codifies the law relating to the
sale of goods, including formation, effects and performance of the sales
contract, implied terms of the contract, rights of the parties and consequences
of breach of the contract.
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e Supply of Services (Implied Terms) Ordinance (Cap. 457) — which consolidates
the law with respect to the terms to be implied in contracts for the supply of
services, including implied terms as to care, skill, timing of performance and
consideration.

e Import and Export Ordinance (Cap.60) — which imposes, amongst other,
restrictions on and requirements for import and export of articles to and from
Hong Kong and handling and carriage of articles which have been imported into
Hong Kong. In particular, the Ordinance provides for articles which are
prohibited to be imported into and exported from Hong Kong.

e Prevention of Bribery Ordinance (Cap. 201) — which makes provisions for the
prevention of bribery and other related matters.

e Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance (Cap.486) — which protects the privacy of
individuals in relation to personal data by, amongst others, imposing a duty on
data users to comply with the data protection principles as listed under the
Ordinance.

e Copyright Ordinance (Cap.528) — which makes provisions in respect of
protection and enforcement of copyright and other related rights.

e Registered Design Ordinance (Cap.522) — which makes provisions in respect of
registered design right.

e Trade Marks Ordinance (Cap.559) — which makes provisions in respect of the
registration of trade marks and related matters including protection and
enforcement of registered trade marks.

e Patents Ordinance (Cap. 514) — which makes provisions in respect of the
registration of patents and related matters including protection and enforcement
of registered patents.

e Pyramid Schemes Prohibition Ordinance (Cap.617) — which makes provisions
to prohibit the promotion of and the knowing participation and inducement of
another to participate in pyramid schemes.

e Undesirable Medical Advertisements Ordinance (Cap. 231) — which imposes,
amongst others, prohibitions against advertisements likely to lead to the use of
any medicine, surgical appliance or treatment for certain diseases as prescribed
in the Ordinance. (See 3.27.14 below)

e Electricity Ordinance (Cap.406) — which provides for, amongst others, safety
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requirements for electrical products, meaning any current-using equipment,
lighting fitting or accessory that uses low voltage or high voltage electricity.

e Air Pollution Ordinance (Cap. 311) — which makes provision abating, prohibiting
and controlling pollution of the atmosphere, including prohibiting the
manufacture in or import into Hong Kong certain regulated consumer products
(such as hairspray) that contain volatile organic compound content in excess of
the prescribed limit.

e Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap.132) — which regulates,
amongst others, the preparation and adulteration of food and drugs and
provides for protection to purchasers of food and drugs by prohibiting sale of
food or drugs unfit for human use and false or misleading labeling or advertising
of the same. (See 3.27 below)

e Control of Obscene & Indecent Articles Ordinance (Cap.390) — which controls
articles which contain material that is obscene or indecent (including material
that is violent, depraved or repulsive).

e Toys and Children’s Products Safety Ordinance (Cap. 424) — which provides for,
amongst others, safety standards for children’s toys, specified chattels used in
association with children.

e Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (Cap.
586) — which regulates the import, export, and possession or control of certain
endangered species of animals and plants. (See 3.27.16 below)

e Waste Disposal Ordinance (Cap. 354) — which makes provisions for the control
and regulation of the production, storage, collection and disposal including the
treatment, reprocessing and recycling of waste.

e Firearms and Ammunitions Ordinance (Cap. 238) — which makes provisions for
the control and licensing on the possession and dealing in arms and
ammunition.

e Weapons Ordinance (Cap. 217) — which prohibits the possession of certain
weapons.

¢ Product Eco-responsibility Ordinance (Cap 603) — which introduces measures
to minimize the environmental impact of certain types of products; and provides
for related matters.

All of the above mentioned ordinances and regulations can be downloaded from
the website http://www.legislation.gov.hk.
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Warranties

Each Exhibitor hereby represents and warrants to the Organiser that all products,
services, promotional, advertising and other materials displayed, exhibited, offered,
distributed and supplied by the Exhibitor for, in relation to and at the Exhibition and
all other activities of the Exhibitor at the Exhibition:

(a) shall comply with all laws and regulations applicable to the Exhibitor or the
Organiser, including but not limited to the laws of Hong Kong, and any
applicable international conventions;

(b) shall comply with all codes of practice, guidelines or statement issued by the
relevant government authorities or professional bodies applicable to the
Exhibitor or the Organiser, including but not limited to the government
authorities or professional bodies of Hong Kong;

(c) do not infringe any intellectual property rights or other rights of any third
party;

(d) are not, in the reasonable opinion of the Organiser, unfavorable to the
images or reputation of the Organiser or otherwise undesirable.

Each Exhibitor hereby further represents, warrants and undertakes to the
Organiser that it shall have duly obtained at its own costs and expenses all
necessary and valid exemptions, consents, approvals and licenses for the
exhibition, promotion, offer, distribution and supply of all products, services,
promotional, advertising and other materials at the Exhibition and all other activities
of the Exhibitor at the Exhibition.

Each Exhibitor hereby represents, warrants and undertakes to the Organiser that it
shall explain to customers and potential customers the scope, particulars and
specification of its products and/or services (as the case may be) and the relevant
fees and charges, and that the

Organiser are not liable for any liability, losses, damages, costs and expenses
arising from or in connection with any dispute between an Exhibitor and any of its
customers or potential customers, which shall be the sole responsibility of the
Exhibitor concerned.

Indemnity
Each Exhibitor agrees to comply with all rules and regulations of the

Exhibition and all applicable laws and regulations, and to exempt the
Organiser and the Exhibition Venue from, and indemnify each of them
against all liabilities incurred from any complaint lodged or proceedings
instituted by any person arising from any offence committed or breach of
laws, rules and regulations by the Exhibitor.

Hong Kong Trade Development Council
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