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Circular 12 Environmental Levy Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags,
Producer Responsibility Scheme for Glass Beverage
Containers & Green Tips for Exhibitors

Environment Levy Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags

Introduced under the Product Eco-responsibility Ordinance (Cap. 603) ("PERQ"), the Environmental
Levy Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags seeks to address the problem of excessive plastic
shopping bag use. The Product Eco-responsibility Ordinance imposes duty on seller to charge for
plastic shopping bags in retail sale of certain goods to a customer. A seller must charge the
customer an amount not less than 1 dollar for each plastic shopping bag or each pre-packaged pack
of 10 or more plastic shopping bags, unless exempted under the Ordinance. Exemptions apply to
plastic shopping bags carrying only certain items, such as food that are unpackaged or are not
wholly contained in packaging or “takeaway” food contained in a non-air tight packaging and ready
for immediate consumption by the customer. Plastic shopping bags containing only food or drink
that are frozen, chilled or already wholly contained in packaging are no longer exempted from
levying. Any person who fails to comply commits an offence and will be liable to a fine at
HK$100,000 on the first occasion and to a fine at $200,000 on each subsequent occasion.

For further information, please contact the Environmental Protection Department at (852) 31522299
or email psb@epd.gov.hk.

Producer Responsibility Scheme for Glass Beverage Containers

Under the Product Eco-responsibility Ordinace (Cap. 603), starting from 1 February 2023,
manufacturers and importers of glass-bottle beverages shall apply to the Environmental Protection
Department to register as suppliers of such articles. From 1 May 2023 onwards, those
manufacturers and/or importers who fail to register as suppliers are prohibited from distributing such
articles. Registered suppliers are subject to certain reporting and record-keeping requirements on
the distribution and consumption of glass-bottle beverages, and are required to pay container
recycling levy currently set at $0.98 per litre volume of glass containers.

Any manufacturers or importers who distribute glass-bottle beverages without registering as a
supplier may be fined up to HK$100,000. Any persons who fail to comply with the reporting or
record-keeping requirements and/or to pay the recycling levy may be fined up to HK$100,000 on
first offence and up to HK$200,000 on subsequent offence(s). Failure to pay the recycling levy
may also attract up to a 10% surcharge on the levy.

From 1 May 2023, any persons who dispose, import and/or export glass container waste are also
required to obtain a relevant licence and/or permit under the Waste Disposal Ordinance (Cap. 354).

For details of the Producer Responsibility Scheme, please visit the website of the Environmental
Protection Department at
https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/waste/pro_responsibility/gprs.html.

To make a greener fair, the following green tips are suggested for your participation at the fair.
Booth construction and set up

e To avoid excessive decorations

e  To use natural decorative materials

e To use energy saving light bulbs or LED lights
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To use fewer electrical appliances or instruments
To avoid energy-intensive appliances
To avoid transport and bring in excessive display materials
To maximize the usage of reusable panels, cabinets, signage boards and recyclable carpet
To use re-erectable booth to reduce waste generated
To adopt environmental friendly construction materials e.g. low VOC paints, FSC-certified
wooden products and other wooden products with EO or E1 formaldehyde standards
e To adopt re-usable exhibit

Booth Operation

e To arrive the fairground by public transports provided by the Organisers

e To use e-brochures or e-catalogues and minimizes the distribution of printed matters (e.qg.
catalogues, brochures)

e To avoid providing plastic bags or environmental friendly bags and reduce packaging, if used,

make a charity donation

To reduce souvenirs or choose souvenirs with a practical use

To switch off all appliances or instruments consuming energy when not in use

To place recycling bins in booths and practice waste separation

To use re-usable utensils or biodegradable utensil instead of one-off disposable ones

To avoid providing straws, or if necessary, use paper straws or biodegradable straws

Post-event Management

e  To take back materials for next use

To record leftover materials and avoid them next year

To separate recyclable wastes and dispose of recyclable wastes at recycle bins

To minimize posting printed matters to interested buyers

To donate food waste and unwanted edible food products at the fairground to two Hong
Kong'’s food rescue charities - Food Angel and Food For Good to promote food recycling

Hong Kong Trade Development Council
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